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OUM to spread wings to Vietnam, Ghana
Sat, Jul 25, 2009
The New Straits Times

BACHOK: Open University Malaysia (OUM), the country's first open university, will
spread its wings to Ghana and Vietnam in September.

OUM president cum vice-chancellor Professor Tan Sri Anuwar Ali said it was
currently operating in three other countries -- Yemen, Bahrain and Maldives --
through its subsidiary, OUM International. It has 1,400 students overseas.

He said its first operation overseas was started in Yemen in 2005, followed by
Bahrain a year later and Maldives last year.

Anuwar said all its operations
overseas were done with the co-operation of local partners. In Ghana, its first
venture into Africa, it will be working with the Accra Institute of Technology, while
in Vietnam, it will co-operate with Hanoi University.

He said OUM would be offering postgraduate programmes in business and
information technology in Ghana while in Vietnam, it would kick-off with a
Master's in Business Administration programme.

"We are focusing on cooperation with less developed countries as they are more in
need of such programmes. It is also our contribution to showcase that Malaysia
can also offer quality education," he told reporters here on Monday.

Anuwar was speaking after signing a memorandum of agreement with Kolej Islam
Sains dan Teknologi (Kist) at the latter's Ibnu Sina campus in Telong recently.

OUM was represented by Anuwar while Kist was led by its president Muhamad
Zamly Abdullah.

Muhamad Zamly said the agreement would enable its would-be nursing lecturers
to enrol in OUM's Bachelor of Nursing Science programme.

"We are taking the initiative to groom our own lecturers instead of pinching them
from other learning institutions. We have chosen 20 students who have completed
their diploma courses.

"They will undergo their clinical training at Hospital Universiti Sains Malaysia in
Kota Baru and, at the same time, take the course at OUM," he said.

Kist, established in 1998, is the biggest private college in the east coast, offering
health science courses.

The college has 3,000 students. It opened a second campus in Kuala Berang,
Terengganu, this year and will be setting up branches in Sabah and Sarawak next
year.
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